Honda Riders Club of America

Ride Report — March
By Ron Farkas

The coffee and donuts that Sunday morning
was a welcomed sight in contrast to the “June
Gloom” that hung in the air, as cool coastal
weather rolled in as far as the HOM on El
Cajon Blvd. To stay warm, many of us stayed
inside the showroom bench racing and check-
ing out a new black metallic ZX10R that was
just inside the door. (....where is that tax re-
fund check???). We waited and hoped for the
weather to clear as a ride was planned out
Hwy 94 to the Golden Acorn Casino and
many of us wanted to enjoy the twist and
turns of the highway.

Heading out 1-8 toward Harbison Canyon was
one group with our usual mix of sport, cruis-
ers, and touring type bikes. The canyon is
starting to look a little greener after the brief
rain we received, but the construction of new
homes seems to be taking time. Traffic was
light, allowing the group to spread out, and
allowing many of us to enjoy the road at our
own pace on these first days of spring.

A cup of hot chocolate or coffee was in order
while we re-grouped at Pine Valley with some
of us getting gas across the street at the gen-
eral store. We started to see a change for the
better in the weather and headed out and
across the freeway to Old Highway 80 and on
to 94. The spring air and warm weather
brought out the best in the east county, with
things growing, turning green and one of the
curses all motorcyclists live with - BUGS!
Yes, it is time to wash the visors and wind-
screens as spring has arrived.

The sun was out, the weather was warm, and
the road was twisty; it was great to be a mo-
torcyclist this day. Past the train trestle, left
onto Church Street (reminding me of Old
Julian Hwy) and up to the casino. What
started as a gloomy day, ended up as another
ride with some great roads, a place to eat and
time to enjoy the company of fellow Red Hot
Riders.
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Chris’ Rant...... a “Mammoth Weekend”
By Chris Crawford

It's never too early to start thinking about my annual trip
to Mammoth to sample some of the finest roads Ca. has
to offer. I've been making this motorcycle pilgrimage up
to Mammoth each spring/summer for almost ~20 years
now (first trip was on a 1984 GPZ 750 Turbo back in
‘85......I've spent the last 8 straight years refining a fa-
vorite loop out of Mammoth and I think I've got it pretty
wired at this point.....this year we'll start and end in
Mammoth Lakes on Saturday August 7th......the loop
runs east to west across the upper reaches of Yosemite
on Hwy120, ~5-10 miles past the west entrance into Yo-
semite we'll turn north on a couple of great/empty roads
(Cherry Lake Rd. & Cottonwood Rd.) which lead up up
to Hwy108, then we'll head east on 108 for ~20 miles
and stop for lunch/gas at Cafe 108, then fire'em up and
continue east on 108 over the Sonora Pass before drop-
ping down to 395 again which returns us back to Mam-
moth via Bridgeport, Mono Lake, Lee Vining, June
Lake (option to take the scenic loop at June Lake on the
way back to Mammoth if you want some more miles on
Sat......I'd recommend saving it for Sunday or Monday).
Why August 7th?.....Well, | generally time the ride in
conjunction with the Festival of Beers and Bluesapa-
looza in Mammoth Lakes which is held every August .
This year that event is being held on the 6th and 7th of
August. Friday night is always an intimate BBQ/
acoustic event......So | generally go up Friday morning,
settle in, and go to the BBQ/catch that show. I blow off
the Festival of Beers on Sat. in favor of the ride de-
scribed above. The loop is ~325 miles (a paltry distance
for you long haulers) but plenty enough miles for my
a*s and an all day affair given the frequent photo stops
to take in the beauty of the route for the new folks on
the trip (seems there's always one or two newbie's who
want to stop/snap some photo's....and that's fine with
me....I'm in no rush....also good to have designated stops
S0 everyone can ride at their own pace we can re-group
at the stops). ....Everyone will be on their own after Sat
because there's a bounty of options to ride on Sunday/
Monday.

The "Sierra Loop" ride on Sat. August 7th ...... I'd en-
courage anyone and everyone to ride these roads at least
once.....ideally folks would be able to take the Sat ride
with me and then also take one or two days of vacation
(at a minimum) so they can ride Hwy 4 (Ebbitt's Pass)
on Sunday or 88 (Carson Pass) or 89 ( Monitor Pass
over to Markleeville or Tahoe)......Then if you've never
been there before, you really MUST go back into Yo-
semite and drop down into the Valley on the following
Monday when the road isn't so clogged (the entry pass
we'll buy at the eastern gate to Yosemite on Sat. is good
for 10 days).....the roads up there are just too nice to
only stay one day.....I usually go up Friday morning and
come back Monday night (I take the bike(s) up to Mam-
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moth in the back of my
truck so I avoid the boring/
flat ~450 mile ride to
Mammoth from San Diego
and also so I can drive
home comfortably on
Monday night after a full
day of riding)

Sat.'s route as well as the
other optional roads for
Sunday/Monday can be
previewed on the Pashnit
website.

Hwy 120 - Tioga Pass:
http://www.pashnit.com/
roads/cal/Highway120.htm
Cherry Lake Rd.: http://
www.pashnit.com/roads/
cal/CherryLakeRd.htm
CottonWood Rd.: http://
www.pashnit.com/roads/
cal/CottonwoodRd.htm
Hwy 108 (Sonora Pass):
http://www.pashnit.com/
roads/cal/Highway108.htm

For additional info contact
Chris at:
crawdad996@cox.net

MEETING LOCATION
Giovanni’s Restaurant

9353 Clairemont Mesa
(858) 279-6700

NORTH
52 FWY
|
RUFFIN RD.
GIOVANNI'S
/
CLAIREMONT
MESA BLYD.
-5
163
|IO||




Meeting Report — March ‘04 have more curves that straight-aways, with restaurants Next Meeting: 4/14/04

By Ron Farkas and hotels advertising for a motorcyclist’s business is April 2004-
what the Alps are all about. Adventure was abundant as PP?'TID B dM
Many of you who have worked on your car or one picture showed a small landslide that was impass- It Davy, brand viahager
for ICON, will be dropping

bike can testify that things that drop off your able to four wheelers, but John and some fellow motor- by th . I i
workbench often don’t make it to the floor. cyclists from the US were able to clear a single track b7 L (MEE g 10 t? usa
They teach you in engineering school not to and get through to the other side of the pass. The 50/50 a_bout the company’s new
trust gravity, but the guys at Kodak that in- raffle wasn’t run do the length of the presentation, but e i aemzssares. Unlt
vented John Hermann’s slide projector must “The King of The Alps” did remark that a new edition edly you seen their many ads
of skipped class that day! Poor John — with a of his guide book was available and made a few copies I FEGEEIIES Einid prc?ducts
good group at the March meeting, and some available to those that wanted to dream of the adventure ClI 013 shelves. cuietl g
great 35mm slides of unbelievable motorcycle a trip like that could surely provide. an Lq5|derfs look into thef
roads we all were held hostage by that dog- I mﬁt(;?g (():Iea r:eeavrvt?]gpg é)om-
gone slide projector. John did a great job of Track Day in March was a big success as three lucky ing on gtmng_ Don't miss it!
working around the problems (as one might club members; Jim Branch, Joel Keller, and Marina

expec_t ofa motorgyclls_t with John’s years of Pelren. Got to ride four of the new 1000cc superbikes Club Meetings:

experience) by using his knowledge of the from the big four . They were interviewed for Motorcy- Giovanni’s Restaurant in Kearny
Alps to help keep the audience entertained on ;o magazine and will be part of the comparison article ~ Mesa, Comer of Clairemont

Mesa & Ruffin Roads
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the slides that were presented. John was able
to trace the history of the roads back to the
time when the need to travel with Armies or

starting with the June issue. Pick one up and see how
your fellow Red Hot Riders rated the new bikes.
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Track Day Photo’s—courtesy of Andy White
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